
INTERESTlNG EARLY HISTORY 

Tiu• f1 llow'11g j,; from MrR. L. P. Bi ock, cha:rman of the Histor­
kal Comm l.ll't', ll:111-I•'owlcr Memorial Libr ,ry, Ionia, Mich., on some 
, f the I j,i[o1·v comwcled with the Indian tribes in thb state. 

"A:- a nH mlH'r of tlw State Histo1·ical Society, I attended their 
H n•i-a111111al 1111'1 li11, at Grand Ranids the last of August and heari 
I 'hie i' Ma-lulm pt·, Hl'llt d,fof of the Pottawattomie Indians now in 
M:t•hi;.tan--a111l tw 1-micl in the d·•,1 hcfor.,. white !'ett'.ement, that ~ichi­
gan wnH 1livid1>d hy the trib1.:s into three principle parts. The Ch1ppe­
wai. l1ad I h• Upper Penin~ula, the 0ttawai; from Mackinac Stra'ts to 
c;. ;tilt! l{ivcr, and the Potaw:t':tom'es the land south of that, though 
tit 1 ,. was n:me intervening. 

T'.1c dividing line betwe1m the Ottawas and the Pottawattomie,: 
\\':1., th• mi1!dle of Grand River, anti if any questions came 1.;:p be­
I ,1· •,•11 t 1 o•c tribes or parsons of th,, tr be3, they met in the middle of 
ll.1• r:vcr "to have it out". 

SARANAC IN 1849 
By J. F. Proctor 

:My fathH bcught :•::1d mcved onto what is now known as th<? 
:~11i,e11s place. two and one-half mile·s nor'.h of Sal'anac, in the fall of 
I:,.; rn. I was then a boy of fifteen years. 

. Som 1: t:nll' in Nov.ember of that year my coudn, Joe Monks, son 
.. 111' J:w·1cs Monks. :,nJ I, vi,-ited Saranac. We had· to cross the rive·r in 
·1:1 1;~m;,:, :i'~ t:IH:j,1:-wa~ no bridge there at tr.at time. There was only tl 

l'i;.\J buil11'nw1 t;h,:1'1! tlw11. Ammon Wilson kept a few goods and In­
,iinlt t,1•ii1t.,,,IH in n Iii.th· w11111ll'11 shal'k, r,bout fifty rods down the river 
i'l'OIII wl: it i<i 1ww 1(1111w11 as llridiL<' street, and Sam w:1son kept a tav-
1·1·11 in a \\'<J<Hl-rolortal l,11ll·li111t on t.111• nortlwast cornt!'r of Bridge and 
·\Jain str1•1•ts. 'l'h(!l'll WllH only 1• f1•w h11ildi11g,.; <':lHl of these, one of 
,1 :, 1·h waH occupicd by th. l'hip1111111 f111nil~•. 

Th1• first hricl,._,;1• n1•1·rn1~ t:l'llnd 1-:ver at tl-:11. 1 l 11·e was built in 1850. 
it. w:111 a wood{•n hriJ~,•, an1I th.• 1·11:•d fro Ill tht, north came down \~he 
!,ill 1111 th• rluce 110w occuri,·d l,y ol·l Mr. Green and his son-in-lawJ, 
lk111•t• Kimhle, and th<!n follcv. :•d I he bank of the river to t'he brdige. 
AL I i1111·s when the wat::r was high il wr,;; imposs:ble to get to the 
1tri1lg1'. Footmen could get <>Vl'I' 1,y climbing logs, and sometimes that 
wa~ l'isk·,· budncss. At the time the bridge was built, the bridge 
,.,,,, 1,, wo::ld 1-.ometimas make things l'vely, for by that time one or two 
.11!11ons harl gotten started, besides the· bar in Wilson's tavern. I re-
11, .. ~1111•1· on the Fourth of July th~y had a big time t!nd "painted the 
t11w11 !'I'd". They would go from one drinking place to another and 
nrnltl' 1Jv1·ry 111:111 in the room sing a song or tell a story; they were a 
happy lot., 

Ahout ti.is lim<' Barnum and Armstrong put in a large stock of 
:~oods into a 111•w building on the southwest corner of Bridge and Ma:n 
,ln•1•ls. This was the first trading place of any importance in Sarana•; 
an,! wai1 app1·c1•ialPd by all who lived in that part of the country, 

Ammon Wilson built r, fine· hotel on the northwest corner -0f 
Bl'idgl' and Main sl1·N•ts in 1853 or 1854. It was a great place for 
the young people to gather, for he had the best room for dancing in 
t.hai part, of Ionia county; he put :n a spring floor in the dance hall, 

,~·ltich 1~•:i; known for it~ 1:111-ty lll0Vl'll\l'lil.. r, ht:ing· 1'1111111.'.Whnt: 
hddll•r m thoi-;t! days, will lw l'l'lllt•mhtll'Pd hy 11 t\,w of I h,• ,,iii 
het•Js k•ft as giving them 1111.1:-;ir at U1011u '111111•1•1,1. 
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l~t•uy 

. There arc but few h•ft of my com1ia11io11;1 nt t hi:1 l inw, 11Pnrly all 
havmg gone. M::my were left on the batllc lidd1-1 or thl' <'ivil Wnr. J 
was there and saw the Saranac boys under comm11111l of M. H . .Hough. 
ton t_ake the cars for the South, and heard the parting add1•1:Hi1 givt•n 
by Richard Vosper w;1ib they stood in line bes:de· the rt!ilroud h'nck. 

At the time I left the town of Keene in 1855, there were b1o1. n 
ftw frame buildings, nearly all being built of logs. Nearly the fit·11t 
1:l'ame house in Keene was built by John Butterfield on the Aaron Prat!. 
fa1·m, two and one-hr•lf miles north of Saranac. What happy gathcT­
m~s we used to have at his home and in his sugar bush in the spring, 
1-;orng there !o eat su~ar and hEar him sing songs. His father was the 
h_rst settler III Keene. I remember being at Sam W ison's tavern ons 
liln: when Place Post, o~ Ion!a, and a compt•:iion, both riding i'ndian 
pomes, came· and rode right :nto the bar room and called for drinks 
,~·ithout getti~g off their ponies. After getting their drinks, they con­
t.nued on their way to Lowell, called Flat River at that time. 

~ . I was manied in the fall of 1855 to the eldest daughter of A. C. 
:smith, a :,veil known farme1· of Keene, and moved that wintm· to Crys­
t:•l L~l<c m the eastern part of Montcalm county, where my brothe 1· 

and 1 took up some state land, where the village of Crystal is now lo­
cated. We had to cut a road to our land, and sulfe1• all tbe 1trials of 
t)CW settlers, Our trading place was Ionia, and our only team, oxen . 
H took ~s four. days to make th:• ti·:p. We went to my wife's Jfathe'r's 
rl:•~e, eight miles we;;t of Ion::,, and staye·d over night. I remember 
one time when driving to fathe1· Smith's pbice·, when about a mifo 
west of Ionia (i~ w~s rO:l woods there and, covered with oak grubs) . I 
~~e~I'~' somc~ne smg ng at the top of his voice, making the wood:;; ri~g: 

'\\ m. for t,1e wagon, the old lumber wagon, the squeak'.ng lumber 
wagon, and we'll all_ take a ride". In looking up, the Einger I found 
lum to be my_ old fnend, Ben Covert, who was picking up t• load of 
wood, p~les, hmbs! etc., and_ to think this was the one-time-to-be mayor 
of thrc: city of loma. Yes, t was good, genial old Ben, always happy. 
We had a good chat :ind I drove on. The place where I found .'Ben 
wr•J_verr near where the state houce of correction now stands. It was 
a WJ!d looking spot then. 

It would hardl:v be proper to close this account of early life with­
out some references to the Indians, who were numerous at that time. 
It was cu~tomary for them to leave their reservation at Lowell to make 
sugar in_ different localities. On_e of the'r ft•vorite si.:,gar places was 
on the nver bottom where the bttle creek empties into Grand river 
near what ~s now known as Cucu~ber Bend, a' fine forest of maple 
trees covcrmg th~ flats herE-. Tlu~ was the favorite· sugar camp for 
old Col-mo-sa, chief of the Flat River Indians. Eve'ry spring he an,i 
his family would come here to make sugar. One Sunday several of u;; 
con~li..ded we wanted some warm sugar to eat, so we st&•rted for the 
Indian camp. One of the camps wt•s occupied by Bad Manitou bette'I' 
known as "Co~-mo-sa's devil''. Wh:m in sight of the boilind place 
back _of the wigwams, we saw thNe or four little, papooses bathing fo 
the ~lg trough where the sap was stored. It was a w~:·m day neat· the 
C'losrng of the season, and they were having a big time. We didn't 
want any warm sugar then. Another time when my cousin, Phil 
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Monks, and I, visited them in one of their w:gwams, a young squaw 
came to get help to ,cut down a 'coon tree. Our young Indian friends 
ask us to go with them, knowing w,e were good choppers. It was no\t. 
far to go and we soon had the tree down. It was a 'big e'lm and· ni_ol­
low. Four 'coon-s sprang from the top. The young Indian and I fol­
lowed one, the old Indian another, and the dog another. Phil and the 
young squaw got a good start on the fourth, the squaw in the lead. Sh<! 
had not gone· far when her foot c&ught in a limb &md down shei went, 
Phil on top of her. She was the first•up and soon had the 'coon treed, 
but the young Ind.an and I lost ours, for we had to stop and laugh at 
Phil and the squaw. The old Indi:•n shot his and the dog treed his, so 
they got three of the four. This was the kind of pastime· we young-­
sters had in those days, hut it was as good as attending a theatre. 

Speaking of "Col-mo-sa's devil" put me in mind of an inst&mce 
iliat happened a year or two before· we came to Keene. My uncle, Jim 
Monks, i:ved -0n the place where Albert Wells lived w~en I last visited 
Keene, in a log house ne·ar the center )Of the forty wdu_ch \he -0wned at 
that timE,. it was quite a er.roping ground for the Indians then. One 
day a lot of them were camped the'X'e and old "Col's devil" was among 
them, full of whiskey. He w;;.s alwr,ys ugly when in liquor. He came 
to he hov:se and asked my Aunt Mariah to give him some bread. S'he 
told him she had none, but would let him have some when it was ·baked; 
he asked again and when ~he refused £•gain he walked up and ~icked 
her. Old Grandfather Monks, Uncle Jim's father, was there. He was 
over seventy-five years old and lame, but when the Indian kicked her 
he jumped and grabbed him r-nd, the door being open, threw him out, 
but as they passed througih the door the Indian struck -at him with hh, 
knife, but missed him, the point going into the door jamb. 

FIRST SCHOOL IN BOSTON TOWNSHIP 

The first school in Boslon township was taught in Timothy 
White's house· in the summer of 11:138 by Sarah Alden, sister to Timo­
thy Wh:te's wife. 

The first school hou·Je was built in November, 1838, on section 20. 
Ii occupied land owned ·by James Hutch·nson, then an t•bsentee, and in 
it the first school was taught by Susan Ann Church, who later becamP 
Mrs. Elbridge Williams. School was held in that structure until 1840, 
when Edison English, then a newcomer to Boston, bought the Hutch­
inson place and no title· to the scbool hoi:.se site hi:.,ving been is­
su,id to th; town, Mr. Engfo:b m•~urally claimed JPOssession of it. HI? 
moved his family into the school house, occu-pying it as his ~rst res~­
dence iu Boston. After he took possession, however, he built at his 
own expense, nn addition, in which school and mzet'ngs were· held for 
some time. 

Whih• ii w1111 u11cd by the town the old log school house was also 
Lhe templt• wlwn•in the- people gathered for worship on the sabbath. 
Methodi!;t und BnpUtd. m<it there whenever they could secure preuching. 
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The exact time when the first school in Keene township opened is 
not known, but it is thought probably not until 1842. According to 
records, there were no children of school age in the township until that 
year. In 1845 the people of the township concluded to use the annual 
appropriation on be·half of i:-ublic ed1.:-cation, for other purposes and 
voted to raise no money for the support of public schools. 

The first meeting of the inspectors was held on April 12, 1842, at 
the home of 1Allen Day, when i.,fter the appointment of Simon Heath 
as chairman, the· board adjourned. The annual report of the school 
inspectors dated Octo-ber 11, 1845, gave the following: District No. 4, 
fifty-eight children; district No 5, forty children. In district No. 4, 
Samuel Case was the teacher and received $10.94 for one month':: 
teaching. Thomas Congdon taught six months in district No. 5 and 
re-ceived $50. 

District No. 6, formed on January 21, 1846, includ2d the west 
half of section 36, the whole of st;c'.ion 35, the east half of section 34, 
Lhe southwest quarter of section 34, the south half of section 33, th~ 
south half of se'ction 26 and the southeast qr.arter of section 27, in 
town 7, and the north half of section 4 and the n-0rthwest quarter of 
section 3, in town 6. 

On Mi.,y 2, 1846, the school inspectors recorded d'strict No. 1 as 
containing sections 13, 14, 15, 22, 23, 24 and 25, the- northeast quarter 
of section 26, th,2 northwest quarter of the southeast qurcrter of section 
26; No. 2 as containing the territory ascribed to No. 1, formed on April 
11, 1844, and No. 4 the west half of section 36, the whole of ~ection 
35, the east half of section 34, the southwe'st quarter of section 34, the 
south half of section 33, and the east half of the east half of section 26. 
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